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What an incredible year! 

We would like to express deep gratitude on behalf of the countless people whose lives have 
been changed this year because of your heart to impact the world with the Father’s love. 
Your faithfulness in prayer, generosity in donations and dedication to missions are essential 
to making this program work.

At Catch The Fire, we have a heart to sow God’s love into nations everywhere. We truly 
appreciate you partnering with us in the great commandment and great commission of 
Jesus with passion and diligence.

In the past year, you have participated in expanding the Kingdom of God: preaching the 
gospel, bringing relief, feeding the hungry, raising up leaders and caring for the poor, the 
widows and the orphans.

The World Changers Program has invested in missions and sent teams to Ukraine, Canada 
(Indigenous Peoples), Brazil, Uruguay, Peru, India, Philippines, Kenya, Mozambique, Tur-
key, Albania, Niger and Papua New Guinea. We have also developed outreaches closer to our 
Catch The Fire offices, for example the London office have developed a university outreach. 
This is a wonderful way for your donations to impact students in their formative years.

Through ILSoMs, we have been able to train, disciple and empower pastors across the 
nations. This is a remarkable mandate, for we know that reaching those in leadership has 
the power to influence congregations and whole nations. When leaders find wholeness, 
they are able to lead their people into wholeness.

In 2011, we updated the World Changers Program. The biggest change was moving the 
overall management of the program to a new software system. This will provide much 
better management of data, reports and responsiveness. You will be better connected to 
us and understand better the effect of your contributions. We have developed new ways to 
be more accountable between the World Changers Program and Donors than ever before.

You have a crucial part in the World Changers Program, and we want to continue to build 
relationship with you. We are always encouraged and inspired when we get to meet our 
World Changers at our special events. Thank you for your faithful partnership, making it 
possible to for us reach the world together. 

May the Lord bless you far beyond what you can ask or imagine throughout the coming year!

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU

John and Carol Arnott,
Presidents Catch The Fire World,
Founding Pastors Catch The Fire Toronto

firstly, two years ago we asked for 
prayer for my mother. She had an aortic 
dissection, which means her main artery 
which goes from the heart right down to 
the legs was torn the full length, causing 
great blood loss. Miraculously, she made 
it to the hospital alive, but the doctors 
could not operate because of the severity. 
They told her to go home, and try not to 
do any activity or allow her blood pressure 
to increase and perhaps it would heal itself 
eventually.

Two weeks ago, my Mom received a great 
report from the doctors. Her artery had 
completely healed! They actually used the 
words “It’s a miracle”! They told her they 
did not expect to see her alive when they 
initially had sent her home. They now call 
her the miracle lady! 

Secondly, our neighbor Clem was diag-
nosed with lung cancer about four months 
ago. Again we asked for prayers and now 
they actually cannot find any source of the 
cancer in his body. He had large amounts 
of fluid in his lung at first, with cancer cells 
in the fluid. Now, there is very minimal 
fluid, less and less every day, and still no 
sign of cancer! He is getting better all the 
time, and he has had no treatment - no 
chemo or surgery or anything. Just lots 
of prayer! Also, his daughter Tina, whom 
we all prayed for a while back, who was 
full of cancer, is still completely healed! 

Thank you Jesus! We serve an awesomely 
good God!  

LORRAINE & MICHAEL C., CANADA

WORLD CHANGER’S TESTIMONIES

THAN K YO U fO R R EG U l AR lY s EN dI N G Us YO U R fEEd BAcK AN d 
TE s TI m O N I E s .  wE lOvE TO R E Ad E vERY TH I N G THAT YO U s EN d. 
H ER E AR E sO m E H I G H lI G HTs .

thank you very much for your prayers 
for our election in Jersey. About a third of 
the States (our parliament) now have new 
politicians and we have a new chief min-
ister who is a Christian. There are also a 
number of other Christians in prominent 
positions within the States. God did some 
amazing things on the run up to and on the 
day of the election. 

There were a number of people who asked 
to come to Jersey from the UK to pray for 
the Jersey elections. On the first day of 
Tabernacles - a week before our elections - 
a snake eagle landed in Jersey. These birds 
don’t fly over water and some are resident 
in Israel. 

On the day of the election which was the 
last day of Tabernacles when the Jews pro-
claim to God “Save and deliver us”, we had 
a double rainbow over the island. On the 
next day there was a double rainbow again 
and one person I spoke to also saw a triple 
rainbow that day. There was all day prayer 
on the election day and the day following 
and I believe there was a shift in the heav-
enlies over this island. The significance of 
everything coming together and the feeling 
that God was involved in the elections was 
very evident.

ALAN F., JERSEY

last september i attended the World 
Changers Appreciation Night during the 
Catch The Fire Conference. Two young 
ladies from the School of Ministry and 
Duncan Smith ministered to my torn rota-
tor cuff and dislocated back and shoulder 
muscles. This was a 9 month old injury 
from shoveling snow, resulting in nearly 
constant pain and a low functioning arm. 
Praise God, I am totally healed, with no 
pain and full use of my arm and shoul-
der. Thank you all for your prayer and for 
teaching that healing is for today! 

NANCY G., USA

my ill health has restricted our mis-
sion trips (I have two partially dislocated 
shoulders, suffer from severe chronic fa-
tigue syndrome, as well as gastric upsets 
regularly). Our Mighty Father God has 
done it again! We went to an ILSOM in 
Adelaide SA with Duncan and Kate Smith 
and the whole team. Father God healed 
me. I got out of the wheel chair I have been 
stuck in, because of chronic fatigue and 
pain for over 2 years, and today we came 
home by plane with our luggage on the 
wheel chair! 

DAN & DIANE H., AUSTRALIA

john arnott prayed for me at the last 
prayer night for World Changers. I was 
amazed that he shared about needing 
prayer for God to sovereignly heal me, 
otherwise I would be having a hip replace-
ment, and yet God got him to pray for my 
knee. I just wanted to report except for 
about 5 -6 tinges of pain on my left knee all 
other pain has gone...I am very thankful to 
God for this.  

RHONDA K., AUSTRALIA
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mIssIONs 2012

In 2011, Catch The Fire reached out with 
the Father’s love to these nations.

INDIA

AUSTRALIA

MOZAMBIQUE

KENYAUGANDA

CANADA

ICELAND

UNITED
KINGDOM

NIGER

BRAZIL

URUGUAY

PERU

UKRAINE

ROMANIA

ALBANIA
TURKEY

PHILIPPINES

PAPUA
NEW
GUINEA
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In October 2011 Spread The Fire Australia 
took a team on a mission trip to the Phil-
ippines where we ran an ILSoM for over 
200 pastors and leaders in Cagayan de 
Oro. These pastors and leaders came from 
all over the Philippines to take time out of 
their busy lives and receive from God. The 
testimonies we received throughout the 
week were amazing, many people shared 
how God changed their lives. One lady tes-
tified that this had been the first time she 
had ever felt and experienced the love of 
God! Another testified how after 31 years 
in ministry he was ready to give up, but that 
God had encouraged him to keep going. 

Some of the team then spent a few days in 
Lapu-Lapu doing outreaches to the poor-
est people in the town. There was also an 
opportunity to minister to those in prison 
where the team were able to share the love 
of God both to believers and non-believers.   

when

October 2011 

where

•	 Cagayan de Oro
•	 Lapu-Lapu

with

Spread The Fire
Australia

author

Nicola Tancock 
National Coordinator, 
Spread The Fire 
Australia

author

Nicola Tancock 
National Coordinator, 
Spread The Fire 
Australia

when

January 2012 

where

•	 Andhra Pradesh 
Region

with

Spread The Fire
Australia

PHILIPPINES INDIA

In January 2012, a team of 8 ladies, most 
of whom are part of the World Changers 
Program in Australia, went on a mission 
trip to India. The team spent 10 days min-
istering to some of the poorest and most 
marginalised in society. They also ran a 3 
day women’s conference where lives were 
transformed by the healing power of Jesus, 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit. The 
team raised money through fundraising 
and generous donations of friends and 
family to release 13 girls out of prostitution 
into a life of hope and dignity. They also 
raised money to provide 16 water wells in 
rural villages in the Andhra Pradesh region 
of India. 

Thanks to the generosity of the World 
Changers we were able to open a well in 
the village of Navuluru outside the local 
church. This well will help 150 families in 
the village to have access to clean drinking 
water. Before the well was dug, the villag-
ers had to travel outside their village to get 
water from the ponds and rivers but now 
they have access to clean water close to 
their houses. 

We appreciate your ongoing support to en-
able us to reach the nations with the love 
of Jesus.

The highlight of our trip to Mozambique was the second bush 
outreach that we did, travelling 2 - 3 hours into the bush from 
the IRIS base in Pemba. It was a Muslim village with no church, 
although there was an IRIS trainee pastor working in the village. 
The trainee pastor was still in his first year and had 18 converts 
that he was discipling. Revival exploded on that trip - it was noth-
ing short of incredible!

Heidi Baker greeted the chief of the village and then my daugh-
ters joined the IRIS Mozambique kids doing an amazing drama. 
Georgian Banov played his violin and then I preached the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ under the magnificent stars to the whole village of 
about 200-300 people. When I asked who wanted to receive Jesus 
as their Lord and Saviour, the whole village, including the chief, 
put up their hands.

Then after they all accepted Jesus I asked if anyone needed healing 
or a miracle. So many put up their hands and I asked the teams to 
go for it. While I had been preaching, Heidi had been holding a 16 
year old girl’s face and ears in her hands because she was nearly 
deaf, with pus coming out of her ears. It turned out she was the 
trainee pastor’s daughter! She testified that she was healed, and 
still was the next day! 

MOZAMBIQUE

when

August 2011 

where

•	 Pemba 

with

Catch The Fire
USA

author

Duncan Smith
Vice-President,  
Catch The Fire World
Senior Leader, 
Catch The Fire Raleigh

My girls, full of excitement, had all come 
to the front. Each of them were with a 
woman waiting to testify that Jesus had 
healed them. Kate laid hands on the chief 
when he asked her to minister to his very 
painful arm and he was totally healed. A 
blind lady that was probably about 20 - 25 
years old came forward, as well as another 
deaf teenager. My daughter Abigail and I 
laid hands on them both, commanding 
the Kingdom to come and the will of the  
Father to be done. The deaf lady was 
healed. When I took my hands off the blind 
lady’s eyes, Jesus restored her sight and she 
was so excited, looking around at everyone. 
She then looked up at the stars and gasped 
with a massive smile. It was so amazing! 
Thank you Jesus.
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We had a great missions trip and ILSoM in Peru. Put simply, we 
had “favor with God and with men”.

What we anticipated to happen around the end of the ILSoM 
started on the first night! There were lots of physical healings; I got 
a word of knowledge of back pain and a tall man waved his hand 
so I prayed  for him and he fell in the Spirit. I had my left hand 
on his chest and my right hand on his wife, as she was kneeling 
down beside him crying. I gave her a prophetic word, and suddenly 
my left hand moved 2 inches as I felt the man’s bones popping. 
He was completely healed and he went for a run outside, weeping 
with tears of joy. Everyday after that, the Holy Spirit showed up 
and many were touched and renewed. The deliverance session was 
powerful, one young man started spitting blood through his nose 
and mouth as he got delivered.

Following the ILSoM we did an outreach in the jungle. On the 
first day, a healing took place in the middle of the street and 24 
people gave their lives to Jesus. On the second day, 20 people got 
saved during an evening evangelism outreach, and on the third 
day 18 people were saved. We were able to take video of lots of the 
salvations and healings.

PERU

when

September 2011 

where

•	 Lima
•	 Pucallpa

with

Catch The Fire
Canada

We took over 16 suitcases full of medical 
supplies and donations of new items to 
Peru. Over 250 people were cared for dur-
ing the 2 days of medical outreach. We fed 
a whole village in a feeding program, in-
cluding many widows and children, who 
were mostly under 10 years old. 250 paper 
plates of food were distributed, and many 
people came with their own plates. There 
was so much food that we gave the leftovers 
to the local pastors!

The team did so well and everyone wants 
to go back again. We are thankful to Catch 
The Fire and the World Changers for going 
with us in the Spirit and in prayer.

when

May 2011
August 2011 

where

•	 Kiev
•	 Simferopol 

with

Catch The Fire
Canada

UKRAINE
On the 3rd to 19th of August, Ben Ken-
nedy, the Youth Network Associate Pastor 
for Catch The Fire Toronto led a team over 
the Atlantic Ocean all the way to the won-
derful nation of Ukraine. The team was 
made up of Youth and Youth Leaders from 
Toronto. This trip was a follow up to our 
previous trip to the Ukraine. We witnessed 
God do incredible work there in 2010, and 
were invited back to lead the spiritual as-
pect of a Youth Camp taking place on the 
coast of the Black Sea. 

The camp was specifically for Youth from 
our Ukrainian Partners in Harvest church-
es; God has been birthing in them an in-
credible desire for Him. There was a group 
of Russian Youth who travelled eight hours 
by train to be at the Camp, which was a 
big financial cost for them. God honoured 
the faith of those who came, and marked 

the hearts of many in a way they will not 
soon forget. We saw incredibly passionate 
worship and a hunger for God rarely seen 
in the west. Most importantly of all, God 
touched His children in deep, deep ways. 
God continues to build the connection be-
tween the Youth of our church family here 
in Toronto and the Youth in Ukraine. We 
are praying that we will have further op-
portunity to see Jesus win the hearts of 
Ukrainian Youth as He transforms their 
generation.

author

David Ross
Catch The Fire Toronto

author

John Tanyan
Pastor, Catch The Fire 
Toronto
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BRAZIL
When I began attending Catch The Fire, I saw a short video of 
a mission trip to Brazil and I felt a strong desire to go. Five years 
later, in the Lord’s timing, I was finally able to do so, and it was 
well worth the wait. 

About six months ago I told the Lord, “Ok, I’m ready to do what 
you would have me do, and go where you would have me go.” The 
next day a man from my congregation came up to me and asked, 
“Have you ever thought of going to Brazil?” I answered, “Yes, I’ve 
wanted to for many years.” “Good,” he smiled, “I guess that’s why 
the Lord told me to give you some money to go!” That launched 
me forward to my first mission trip, first plane ride, and a lot of 
other firsts!

The Brazil/Uruguay mission trip was life changing. I saw God use 
me in ways I didn’t think possible. I was stretched and at the same 
time blessed beyond my expectations.

In Brazil it was a great joy to be used of God; there were hundreds 
of pastors there, ready to receive and hungry for more of God. 
They were very passionate in worship, even small children and 
teens were worshiping with all their hearts.

The thing that stood out to me most in Porto Alegre was the hearts 
of the people. They wanted to give their very best to us, always 
greeting us with a smile, a hug, and lots of food. I was also amazed 
at their passion for serving the Lord; they would sing, praise, 
dance, worship and pray with all their hearts. It was a joy to go and 
pray for people so ready to receive and excited for what we had to 
give. They came expecting - so the anointing would flow freely, as 
would the Spirit of God.

One night Bruno Ierullo preached about receiving from God. As 
he was talking I felt a great, warm hug from above that came in 
waves, and I knew it was the Father’s embrace. A little later as we 
blessed and prayed for people, they began to hug me, and as they 
did I could feel the blessing of the Father’s embrace flowing out of 
me in the same way it came in. Many people started to cry or just 
fell to the floor. It was an amazing time, watching God loving His 
children.

One morning, shortly after breakfast, we were informed we would 
be leaving in 45 minutes to go to a big BBQ. It was at a small 
church in Guaiba. As soon as I entered the building, before any-
one even greeted us, I felt a spirit of warmth and hospitality. After 
a short time of prayer, declaration, and blessing the leadership, 
we had an amazing meal and time of fellowship. My team mates 
Sergio, Diana and I stayed long after the meal and prayed for and 
blessed each person. It was a beautiful time, Holy Spirit’s love and 
wine were flowing. 

I am from Uruguay, so this trip was the result of years of prayer, 
crying out to God to bring revival to South America, to bring re-
vival to Uruguay. The experience was amazing, I know that God 
has a plan for Uruguay and is using Catch The Fire to be part of it.

In Uruguay I talked about the Father’s love. At the end a young 
lady came to me and told me that she wanted me to pray for her, as 
she couldn’t relate to God because of what happened to her.  She 
told me that since she was 9 years old, she was sent by her mother 
to “sleep” with her father. At that moment I got a glimpse of Uru-
guayan reality. So many girls are raped by close relatives and the 
mothers know about it and allow it. I realized how important it is 
to reach them and bring the true image of Father God, the One 
that didn’t plan that fathers would rape their daughters but would 
raise them as princesses.

On 15th September, I took a 3 ½ hour bus trip to Carmelo. I was 
going to be preaching in a pastor’s meeting there. During the jour-
ney, God gave me the message to preach: “Hearts of Stone”. I was 
unsure about how well it would go, but God knew better, and they 
were all touched by the message. As in previous pastor’s meetings, 
the pastors were all at the front, crying out to God to change their 
hearts, as they want to carry the anointing that will transform the 
country. 

URUGUAY

when

September 2011 

where

•	 Porto Alegre
•	 São Paolo

with

Catch The Fire
Canada

when

September 2011 

where

•	 Porto Alegre
•	 Rivera

with

World Changers
Canada

During this time of prayer, the pastors of 
the Guaiba church told me that they heard 
me speak at the prophetic school and want-
ed me to pray that they would receive the 
same kind of intimacy with the Father that 
I spoke of.  I gladly prayed for them, and 
told them I want the same thing - a closer 
relationship with the Father.

To finish a wonderful afternoon, a little 
boy came and asked me, “Do you bless 
children too?” “Of course!” I said, “Jesus 
loves blessing children.”

We saw many people’s hearts being healed 
with the message of the Father as well as 
physical healings and creative miracles! 
Bad legs healed, deaf ears opened, and 
lots of gold teeth. At one church both the 
pastor and his wife received gold teeth, 
the congregation was “mucho” excited! I 
am so thankful for the opportunity to go 
and minister to other nations, my life is 
forever changed by the experiences I had, 
the friends I made and the mysterious and 
marvelous ways I saw God work.

When sharing dinner afterwards with Pastor Freddy, our host, he 
told me how much he had been praying for something like that to 
happen. When he rented the place for the event he was expecting 
only 50 to 75 people to show up, as it’s a very small town. To his 
surprise there were more than 100 the first night, over 150 the sec-
ond, and the last night the place was too small. They had to open 
the side doors and people were standing outside just trying to get 
some of what God was doing in their town.

On Friday, 16th September we were praying together when God 
showed me a picture of the map of Uruguay, and it was beating 
like a heart. I asked God what it meant and He said to me, “The 
heart is a little organ in your body but it’s also very important as it 
pumps blood bringing life to every cell of the body. Uruguay is the 
heart of Latin America and even though it is a small nation God 
will use it to bring life to all Latin America.”

All I have to say is thank you to Catch The Fire for allowing me to 
participate in such a life changing experience, and thanks to Pas-
tor Bruno Ierullo for inviting me to be part of the team.

author

Tom Carter
Catch The Fire Toronto

author

Diana Rodriguez
Catch The Fire Toronto
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India is crowded, noisy, very dirty, polluted (at least Mumbai and 
Delhi are) and there is much poverty. It was heart rending to see 
the slum areas that people live in.

The first week was brilliant. We were in Lonavala, an hour away 
from Mumbai, ministering at a compound which has an orphan-
age amongst other things. There were about 80 delegates all on 
fire for the Lord. The greater majority were under 30 years old, 
with many orphans among them. I was asked to teach on Father 
types. My prep was for a 40 minute slot and at the last moment it 
was shortened to 20 minutes! So I really had to wing it, but the 
ministry time went very well. We were able to relate to many of the 
delegates even though quite a few did not speak English very well. 
I particularly connected to a man named Vinod and will keep in 
contact with him.

On one morning, the worship was particularly amazing. Before 
any teaching took place, Holy Spirit moved and virtually every 
person was down on the floor, touched by His presence, which 
lasted for quite some time. It was such a privilege as we watched 
Holy Spirit minister in different ways to everybody. So many 
people responded during the week to His healing presence, it was 
amazing. As we were finishing on the last day an elephant turned 
up (as they do!) and we got to take turns to have a short ride up and 
down the compound.

For the weekend we were at a private university (Karunya) in Co-
imbatore. We were incredibly well received. On the first evening as 
we walked across the stage to reach our seating for the first time, 
my wife Julia’s jaw dropped as she became aware of the increasing 
vista of people – about 3,500 to 4,000 in all – sitting there waiting 
to welcome us.

The honour and respect we were given there was extremely amaz-
ing. It was a privilege to be present at this event and to listen to 
John Arnott, Lillian Brown and Faustin Fernando teach. With 
such large numbers, ministry was incredible and many, many stu-
dents were touched by Holy Spirit. The fire tunnels were simply 
phenominal.

when

November to  
December  2012 

where

•	 Lonavala
•	 Coimbatore
•	 Delhi

with

Catch The Fire 
Canada

INDIA

For the final week we flew to Delhi.  Un-
beknown to us until we arrived on the 
first day, CFI (Compassion For India) was 
holding a conference with the ILSoM fitted 
in. The ILSoM program was rearranged 
which was a shame, as the delegates didn’t 
have as much time in the evenings to pray 
through issues brought up during the day. 
My admiration for John, Lillian, Faustin 
and Ramesh grew, and it was incredible to 
see the people respond and Father work to 
bring healing and deliverance in a shorter 
space of time.

The pastors, mostly men, are very lovely 
people that are greatly persecuted yet dedi-
cated to Jesus. Their passion is remarkable 
and much healing took place, mostly emo-
tional. The testimonies were remarkable, 
one man who had become a Christian was 
told by his father, “I will ask you tomorrow 
if you are still a Christian, and if you are I 
will kill myself”. That is precisely what he 
did the next day in front of his son! This 
man was able to receive deep inner healing 
on the ILSoM.

We would not have missed the trip to India 
for the world! We learnt what it was like for 
a team from all over the world to become 
united in such a short space of time, and 
saw what Holy Spirit can do when God’s 
people are desperate for Him.

author

Ian Pomeroy
Catch The Fire London

KENYA

when

November 2011 

where

•	 Ekwanda  
Parish, Western 
Kenya 

with

Catch The Fire
UK

We were in Ekwanda Parish, Western Province, Kenya, where we 
had medical and feeding programmes running. An old man  with 
a walking stick approached me and I started chatting to him. I 
looked at his eyes and realised they were completely shut, looking 
like they were stitched together. They were solid and stuck. He 
said his left eye went blind when he was a little boy and had suf-
fered from measles so he had to have the eye removed. His right 
eye had to be taken out due to a farming accident when a stick 
flicked up and hit him in the eye.

His name was Gideon, and when I looked at him, I was over-
whelmed with the Father’s love and started to weep. We started to 
sing over him and he was overwhelmed by the Holy Spirit. Then 
the Holy Spirit told me to spit on his eye lids - so I did. As I did that 
his eyes started to fill with tears which had not happened for years 
because he had no tear glands. We continued to sing and declare 
that Jesus is our healer. I said “Father God is your creator and is 
releasing new eyes from heaven for you now so just receive them.”

We opened the sockets and they had become moist and tears start-
ed welling up even more. There was a white ball the size of my 
finger nail starting to grow in the right eye and the same in the left. 
The socket started to have a fresh flow of blood and life started to 
come as the inside changed from dull brown to red.

As we opened his eye lids (which had no 
muscle anymore) Gideon started to flinch! 
His eye sockets, with the new balls slowly 
growing, started to react to light! We asked 
him what was happening and he said “I can 
see shapes and I can see light.” We then 
got the Catch The Fire team to soak him 
for the day and told him to rest under the 
shade.

We have since called the parish and found 
out that Gideon has started to open and 
close his eyes himself as the muscles in 
the eyelids have begun to function again. 
The definition is increasing in his eyeballs 
as they continue to grow and develop. He 
is seeing more shapes and more light and 
we are sending Penny and Derek to go 
and check on him soon. What an awesome 
testimony! I have never been filled with 
compassion as much as when I set eyes on 
Gideon - the overflow of Daddy’s love was 
intense!

author

Chloe Glassborrow
Pastor, Catch The Fire 
London
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What power do words really hold? According to statistics 55% of communica-

tion is non-verbal, 38% is in the tone and only 7% is communicated by the 

actual words. Which makes me wonder whether instead of studying theology, 

most preachers would do better to study mime. “Roll up! Roll up! Come to Bible 

School and learn how to walk up and down invisible steps, get trapped in an 

invisible cube and pull on an invisible rope. You’ll love it!”

The quote “Preach the Gos-

pel at all times and when 

necessary use words” is at-

tributed to Francis of Assisi, 

a monk who lived at the end 

of the 12th century. Makes you wonder which famous quotes of our 

century will stand the test of time. Maybe “I’ll be back!” or “Eat my 

shorts!”. Or then again…

Clearly there is something about Francis’s comment that resonates 

through the centuries. Perhaps it is because most people do not like 

to be preached at. Ironic then that the focus of most church services is 

‘the preach’. Most of the sermons you hear are wonderful, I’m sure. It 

is that didactic ‘preachy’ preach that tells you how you should live and 

why you are getting it all wrong, that grates. Although I’m not sure if 

we in the church even notice this any more because we are so used to 

being ‘preached at’. It is mother’s milk to us.

The more you hang out with those outside the church, the more you 

see the wariness in their eyes when they sense a ‘preach’ heading their 

way. You know, that look they get when you say you are a Christian? 

You can see the defences go up as they prepare themselves for the sales 

pitch. And they can smell a sales pitch from ten miles away.

Let’s be honest. No-one likes to be on the receiving end of a sales 

pitch. Whether it’s someone on the phone trying to sell you life insur-

ance, or a second hand car dealer announcing the deal of the century. 

You can tell when they are only interested in making a sale. You can tell 

when they don’t care one jot about you. It stinks.
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But the Mac Genius at the Mac Bar, who clearly knows his stuff and is 

happy to lend you his expertise for a few minutes for free. Now that is 

attractive. Because he loves it, because he wants to help you, and be-

cause we are at some level aware of our need for help from an expert. 

If they aren’t obnoxious, we will listen.

So, I am quite comfortable with Francis’s idea that we can preach the 

gospel without getting all preachy. But what does Jesus have to say 

about all this? Jesus quotes Isaiah 61:1, “The Spirit of the Sovereign 

Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news 

to the poor.” The word used for preach in the original Hebrew is ‘piel’ 

which means:

1) to gladden with good news

2) to bear news

3) to announce (salvation) as good news, preach

That second definition intrigues me. It makes the word ‘preach’, that I 

often think of as just words, seem like something more tangible. When 

you bear a child, or you bring a parcel, it’s not just words; there is some-

thing to see. And it’s pretty darn exciting.

And if you have really 

good news to share with 

someone – they can tell 

before you even open 

your mouth. It is physi-

cally difficult to hold 

the news in! Your body gives you away. Your eyes are shining! You burst 

into the room with a whoop! in your step. You bring the good news into 

the room with you. You can feel good news before it even takes word 

form. It’s contagious. Who wouldn’t want to know what you’re look-

ing so flipping excited about? Apparently it even makes your feet look 

nice: “As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 

good news!’” (Romans 10:15).

I have a confession. I’m pretty sure that I don’t often bring this kind 

of pizzazz into a room. Sometimes pizza, yes, but not good-news-burst-

ing-out pizzazz. But I have a vision for one day, bringing the pizzazz. I 

have a dream of having more beautiful feet – and it’s not achieved by 

pedicures. My plan is to be stupidly in love. People who are in love are 

noticeably radiant. They are full of the joys of Spring, they love every-

one and everything because life is good, because they are IN LURVE. 

Yes, that’s going to be me; shiny-eyed and glossy-coated. I love Him, 

yes. We’re dating at the moment. But one day I’m going to fall for the 

Bridegroom big time and then, watch out! I shall be a woman in love.

When Jesus walked into 

a room He brought the 

pizzazz. I mean, He 

BROUGHT it, He DE-

LIVERED it. BOOM. 

Something amazing 

was there, in the look in His eye. He only had to invite the disciples 

to follow Him and they left their livelihoods in an instant. Children 

flocked to Him. But Jesus did also use words. He taught and preached 

and He did tell people, didactically, what to do and not do. But He also 

told stories. Lots of stories. That most people did not understand. Even 

the disciples had to ask Him what on earth the parable of the sower 

meant. And yet thousands of people still followed Him up mountains, 

without a picnic lunch. They hung on every word He said, even when it 

made no sense to their brains at all. Why?

I once heard James Jordan of Fatherheart Ministries explain that when 

we are listening to an anointed preacher what we are really doing is 

drinking from their spirit. James is an amazing, anointed preacher 

himself; his teaching is theologically mind-blowing but that is not the 

best part. I have listened to him preach all day, day after day. I heard 

the same words many times over but it was always fresh because he 

spoke from his spirit; he released his spirit, and that brought the sweet-

est presence of Father into the room. He delivered.

This is why note-taking during sermons seems a little beside the point. 

If what the preacher is saying hasn’t gone into your spirit, if you haven’t 

encountered God as she speaks, and been changed by it, then a note-

book full of references is of little lasting use to you.

True preaching isn’t about imparting information into someone’s 

mind. After all “knowledge puffs up, but love builds up”. True preach-

ing is about imparting Love Himself. We encounter Him, when the 

preacher knows how to speak from their heart or spirit. As Jesus says 

in Matthew 12:34, “out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks”. 

This connection between heart and mouth is vital:
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For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 

mouth that you confess and are saved. (Romans 10:10) 

So that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 15:6)

If our words don’t tally 

with what is in our 

hearts they are empty 

and devoid of power. It 

is only when they con-

nect with our hearts that they bring the power to change someone 

else. When preaching with words to those outside the church, if the 

motive in our hearts is manipulative, the listener can hear that. They 

can see it in the coolness of our eye and they can smell it from a mile 

off. It stinks.

Words are powerful, but hearts more so. Your friends who don’t know 

God, know you. They read you. They read your life. They look to see 

whether you really love them or whether they are just your evangelism 

project. So if we want to be amazing preachers our hearts need to keep 

being filled with Love Himself. He smells amazing. So let’s love Him, 

and love others, and fall even more madly in love because that’s a good 

sermon right there. Oh, and you can use words too. If necessary.

“No-one likes to be on  
the receiving end of a  
sales pitch.”

“My plan is to be stupidly 
in love.”

“They hung on every word 
He said.”

“Your friends who don’t 
know God, know you.”



The success of the World Changers Program since its inception has been exceptional, 
which is because of the dedication of you, our donors. In the coming year, we plan to im-
prove and strengthen the program.

In the last year, we were able to hold ILSoMs for those in the persecuted church. It was 
significant to have such an impact on those that are brutally persecuted for their faith in 
Jesus. Again this year, we hope to reach out to those on the front lines, bringing them the 
truth of the Father’s love and the message of forgiveness which is so vital.
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November: India
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to build lasting, life changing relationships.

Your ongoing support into the next year is integral to reaching people for the Kingdom of 
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to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those in need. It is always a life-changing experience 
for you, and the people you meet.
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